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Cloudy - Mild 


Hearst Unveils 
Food Giveaway 
Plans Today 


BERKELEY, Calif. (AP) - 


Randolph A. Hearst plans to 
announce today a food giveaway 
program "involving a substan- 
tial amount of money" in a 


move 
toward 
gaining 
Ihe 


release 
of 
his 
kidnaped 


daughter. 


Hearst 
will 
probably an- 


nounce the plan before 3 p.m. 


SOUGHT FOR QUESTIONING: Mary A. Siem, 24, 
formerly of Redding, Calif., is being sought for 
questioning as a "known acquaintance" of two es- 
caped convicts named this week as possible sus- 
pects in the Patricia Hearst kidnaping. There is no 
evidence linking the Siem woman directly to the 
kidnaping. (AP Wirephoto) 


KIDNAP LIASION: Rev. Cecil William (left) of 
Glide Memorial Methodist Church in San Francisco 
and Dennis Banks, executive director of the 
American Indian Movement, are spokesmen for a 
coalition of groups named by the Symbionese 
Liberation Army to distribute food as part of the 
ransom for kidnapped Patricia Hearst. Rev. 
Williams, who received a tape made by Miss 
Hearst, hopes to act as a liasion between the SLA 
and the Hearst family. (AP Wirephoto) 
Superior Steel 
Has New Chief 


Robert A. Kish has been 


named president of Superior 
Steel Castings Co., a subsidiary 
of Mangood Corp., in Benton 
Harbor. 


Superior Steel produces green 


sand and shell-molded steel 
castings for the transportation, 
construction, farm equipment 
and other industries. 


Kish 
was 
executive 
vice 


president of Racine Steel Cast- 


ROBERT A. KISH 


ings division of Evans Products 
Co., Racine, Wis. Prior to that 
he 
had 
been 
with Dalton 


Foundries, Inc., of Warsaw, 
Ind., and McLoulh Steel Corp., 
Trenton. Mich. 


He replaces Edward 0. Spahr 


who resigned at Superior Steel 
Castings Co. 


A native of Wyandotte. Mich. 


Kish attended General Motors 
Institute before entering Wayne 
State 
University, 
Detroit, 


where he earned a bachelor of 
science degree in business ad- 
ministration in 1961 and a 
master's degree in business ad- 
ministration in 1965. 


Kish is a member of the 


American 
Foundrymen's 


Society and a member of the 
board of trustees of the Foundry 
Educational Foundation. 


Kish and his wife, Miriam, 


have a son and a daughter. They 
live at Stevensville. 


Mangood is a diversified cor- 


poration 
headquartered 
in 


Chicago. Its operations, in ad- 
dition to Superior Steel, include 
the Slreeter Amet Division, a 
producer of automated elec- 
tronic weighing systems, high- 
way traffic counting devices and 
allied systems 


PDT. 
.lay 
Bosworth, 
the 


publishing executive's son-in- 
law, 
told newsmen Sunday 


night.-He gave no other details 
except that Hearst was encoun- 
tering some delay because of 
the long holiday weekend. 


Hearst spent most of Sunday 


working on a program to help 
end what the FBI has called the 
nation's first political kidnap- 
ing. 


An 
announcement 
today, 


would 
beat 
by one day 
a 


deadline originally set by the 
Symbionese Liberation Army 
for food distribution to begin. 
The demand was a precondition 
to negotiations for the release of 
19-year-old Patricia Hearst. She 
was dragged screaming from 
her Berkeley apartment 14 days 
ago. 


The Rev. Cecil Williams, who 


had been working on a distribu- 
tion plan with leaders of several 
groups, said he talked with 
Hearst late Sunday bill would 
not comment execept to say: "I 
am optimistic." 


The Rev. Mr. Williams met 


secretly Sunday with leaders of 
such groups as the American 
Indian Movement, the Black 
Teachers Caucus, the United 
Prisoners Union and the Na- 
tional Welfare Organization. 


None of the leaders available 


Sunday night would comment 
on the efforts to work out a food 
distribution plan. 


While denouncing the kidnap- 


ing, the Rev. Mr. Williams had 
offered through the media to 
help organize a distribution 
plan. On Saturday, he found a 
tape from the SLA after receiv- 
ing an anonymous telephone 
call. 


The SLA earlier had asked for 


$70 worth of food for each needy 
person in California. But in the 
tape received by the Rev. Mr. 
Williams the SLA modified the 
demand and said it would ac- 
cept "a sincere effort" by 
Hearst to help feed the. poor, 
disabled, paroled and aged. 


On the same tape, Miss 


Hearst, who will be 20 on Wed- 
nesday, told her father, "It was 
never intended that you feed the 
whole state." 


Hearst, president and editor 


of the San Francisco Examiner 
and chairman of the Hearst 
Corp., 
had 
estimated 
the 


original demand would cost 
more than 400 million. 
He 


termed that an "impossible 
task." 


Hearst told newsmen during 


the 
weekend 
that 
he 
was 


tackling several legal problems 
in setting up the giveaway 
program. 


He said the actual food dis- 


tribution 
was 
a 
problem 


because extortion could be a 
criminal offense. Another dif- 
ficulty 
was 
that 
welfare 


recipients might have the value 
of the food deducted from their 
welfare checks, he added. 


Bosworth's 
short 
an- 


nouncement Sunday night at 
Hearst's mansion 
in 
Hills- 


borough, Calif.. 15 miles south 
of San Francisco, said: 


"Mr. Hearst will announce a 


food distribution program in- 
volving a substantial amount of 
money 
tomorrow, 
probably 


(See page 13, column 6) 
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You can help your motor route 
driver maintain good delivery 
service during winter months 
by keeping the area around your 
tube shoveled out. Adv. 


KIM KEIGLEY 


Miss Berrien Springs 


DEBRA WARSCO 


Miss Dtwagiac 


JONI BILLINGTON 


Miss Galien 


NEW COMMUNITY QUEENS: These three girls were chosen as 
community Blossom queens Saturday in contests in Berrien 
Springs, Dowagiac and Galien. Their selection boosts to eight the 


number of community queens selected so far in 1974 community 
competition. Trio and others will compete April 1 at Lakeshore 
high school for title of Miss Blossomtime 1974. (Staff photos) 


GI Getting Mental Tests 


Wild Flight Probed 


IN CUSTODY: Army Pfc. Robert K. Preston, 20, 
identified by police as the pilot of a military 
helicopter that landed on the White House South 
Lawn early Sunday, is led into a Washington police 
station after being taken into custody. 


UNITED GUEST: Officials look over a stolen military helicopter after it landed 
on the White House South Lawn early Sunday after being shot at by federal 
officers, officials said. Shotgun pellet holes can be seen around cockpit. An 
Army private has been taken into custody in connection with the incident. (AP 
Wirephoto) 


• 
Helicopter Lands 
Near White House 


CHOPPER CHASE: Map shows area about the na- 
tion's Capitol involved in the incident which ended 
with an Army private landing a stolen heicoptcr on 
the White House lawn early Sunday. Incident began 
when an Army helicopter mechanic took an 
unarmed Bell Iluey helicopter from Tipton Army 
Airfield at Ft. Meade, Va! (AP Wircpholo) 


WASHINGTON (AP) - A 


young soldier, identified by 
authorities as a washout from 
Army flight training, is being 
held fur menial study after 
landing 
a 
stolen 
military 


helicopter on the While House 
lawn in a storm (if police shot- 
gun fire. 


I'fc. Holier! K. Preston, 20, a 


helicopter mechanic at 
Ft. 


Meade. Md.. was pounced upon 
by police Sunday after a wild, 
unpredictable two-hour flight 
that took him buzzing over 
suburban 
communities 
and 


munuments in the nation's 
capital in prc-dawn blackness. 


Preston was treated for minor 


shotgun pellet wounds at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center, 
then 
held 
for 
psychiatric 


examination. There was no of- 
ficial explanation for his es- 
ca|i;ide. 


The Secret Service charged 


him 
initially with 
unlawful 


entry upon the White House 
grounds. 
a 
federal 


misdemeanor carrying a possi- 
ble six-month jail term and a 
Sl'lll fine upon conviction. 


I'rrslon faced court arraign- 


ment on that charge today, and 
authorities said other charges 


could follow. Army officials said 
they were making their own 
investigation. 


Authorities gave this account 


of (he aerial drama: 


Preston stole an Army UI1-1B 


"Huey" helicopter from the 
airfield at Ft. Meade, 25 miles 
north of Washington, and began 
buzzing homes and cars along 
the 
Baltimore-Washington 


Parkway. 


One citizen in (lien Burnie, 


Md.. called police to complain: 
"Some guy just landed a 
helicopter in our trailer park, 
got out and ran around it twice, 
climbed back in and took off." 


The Maryland State Police 


dispatched two swift Bell .lei 
Hanger helicopters, but the 
Army craft put one out of the 
chase by bearing down on it and 
forcing the police pilot to turn 


(See page 13, colima 6) 


Low-Flying Owl 


Gets 4Shock' 


A misdirected owl was blamed for a widespread elec 


Irical power failure in Hrrricn county early Sunday. 


Indiana & Michigan F.lcctric Co. said the outage lasted 


frnm 2:li.") in 3-05 a.m. and affected an undetermined 
number nf customers over Hoyalton township and a portion 
nf Sudus and Brnton townships. 


The owl flew into niuipment at the I & M Scoltdalc sufi- 


station, it was rrpnrU'd. Customers affected were served 
from Ihe substation lines. Condition of the owl was not 
known, but I&M said it was seen flopping around after 
flying into the substation. 
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National Monument 


George Washington ~ 
Continuing Inspiration 


Time is the severest judge of great- 


ness. Though the debunking school of 
historians performs a useful service 
by cutting folk heroes down to human 
Size occasionally, the men that a na- 
tion reveres for generation 
after 


generation are usually deserving of 
that honor. 


It is 242 years since the birth of 


(Jeorge Washington; In our kinder- 
gartens, walls are decorated with cu- 
touts of hatchets and cherry trees, 
^mythical symbols of Washington's 
•Ijnswerving rectitude. Older students 
3earn that he commanded the Con- 
ifinental Army during the War of 
^Independence, that he later became 
-first president of the United States. 
^American history majors in college 
rmay make more detailed study of his 
^military campaigns, his contribution 
-to the writing of the Constitution, the 
•actual crises he faced as chief execu- 
*tive. 
:- But for most of us, Washington was 
;the man who won the Revolution, the 
•Wealthy but democratic aristocrat who 
-'Hved at Mount Vernon and became the 
tFather of His Country, the man whose 
;6irthday is an excuse for a holiday. 
;We are content to let it go at that. 
-; If that were all there was to it, why 


then should Washington be as equally 
respected by professional students of 
history? Because his greatness holds 
up even under the most critical 
examination of his life and works. 


There have been abler generals in 


American history, more successful 
businessmen, more energetic and in- 
novative presidents. The simple fact 
remains, 
however, 
that 
without 


Washington there would have been no 
Revolution, no Constitution, probably 
no United States as we know it today. 


Washington's leadership alone vir- 


tually held together the tiny ragtag 
American army during the long years 
of the war. He was the only man 
respected enough by all factions to 
preside over the Constitutional Con- 
vention of 1787. He was the only man 
who towered above partisanship, the 
only possible choice for president of a 
new federal government that no one 
was at all sure could work. 


We venerate him not only because of 


his place in history, however. His 
memory is a continuing inspiration to 
living men, who must face-the crises 
"and 
changes of their own limes. 


Because of this, Americans 242 years 
from 
now 
will 
honor 
George 


Washington. 


Shot In Employment 


^Residence Requirement 


;i The general approach taken by the 
-Country's best known law schools to 
^determine which students should be 
^graduated and which should be urged 
;ib seek other careers is to rate their 
•threading in logic. 
-": The wrong answer reached through 
"purely logical deduction is deemed 
:,worthier than the right conclusion at- 
;£ained by illogical means. 
••I The theory is that the logician al- 
"most invariably in later life will make 
two and two equal four for his clients. 
but that the prospective barrister who 
arrives at four by adding two and three 
and then deducting one will be a 
menace in the legal realm. 


Impeccable as is the theory, it is 


sidetracked much of the time by the 
workaday world. 
.<.: Practicing 
lawyers 
bypass 
it 


frequently and even judges, the vesti 
all legal knowledge, do not give it a 100 
.percent devotion. 


Last week the Michigan Supreme 


Court spun off a decision involving the 
.Detroit police department which will 
"exert a heavy impact on all public 
^employment elsewhere in the state. 
~; Six years ago the Detroit common 
Council adopted an ordinance requir- 
ing all municipal employees to reside 
rwithin the city limits or to quit their 
jobs. 
-,! The racial overtone in the ordinance 
•'was clear then and has grown more 
^visible as Detroit's.population shifts 
.from a white to a black majority while 
-the city's payroll in the higher skilled, 
-better paid brackets stays on the white 
^side. In the police department, this 
ratio is 4-1 white among its members, 
;£hough the talk is going around that a 
-1-1 mix should be reached within the 
"next few years. 
> The Detroit Police Officers Associa- 
tion which represents the depart- 
•rhent's majority for bargaining pur- 
poses took the council to court. 


The DPOA lost out in a 1972 ruling 


from the Lansing tribunal which held 
residency for an appointive job to be 
equally valid with the requirement 
that an elective official must be a city 
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dweller throughout his term of office. 


The Court rejected the DPOA's ar- 


gument 
that 
the 
residency 


requirement is an indenturing prac- 
tice outlawed by the 13th Amendment. 


The DPOA's lawyers then searched 


the books again and this time came up 
with the state's Public Employment 
Relations 
Act 
which 
sanctions 


unionization of public employees and 
collective 
bargaining 
with 
their 


employing units. 


In a unanimous 6-0 opinion, with the 


newest justice abstaining, the Court 
ruled that having made residency a 
condition of employment the city must 
bargain with the DPOA on the issue. 


The policemen's' current contract 


expires June 30 and bargaining on a 
replacement is due to start shortly. 


Coleman Young,, the city's first 


Negro mayor, says he will not budge 
on the point with the DPOA. 


The DPOA which speaks for the pa- 


trolmen is equally adamant. 


The Lieutenants and Sergeants As- 


sociation has stated a bit more flexible 
position. 


Its members heartily detest the or- 


dinance but say residency is not the 
leading issue in their list of conten- 
tions with the city. Putting residency 
first, its president says, could cause 
division among the membership. 


The residency 
requirement 
for 


public employment is as old as 
American politics. 


It is one of those sacred cows so 


liberally pastured throughout the poli- 
tical corral. 


The thesis for it is that if local taxes 


are paying the1 freight, a nonresident 
policeman, fireman or clerk is getting 
an undeserved free ride. 


We recall back in the 1930s when the 


late H.H. (Pat) Crow was elevated 
from city clerk to city manager for 
Benton Harbor. 


Until he finally moved into town, Pat 


carefully muted the fact of living in 
the Edgewatcr district near the St. 
Joseph Coast Guard station. 


Any mention of it sent shivers 


through city hall. 


If the custom had any justification 


behind it, today's practice of living in 
one area and working somewhere else 
turns residency into an artificiality 
which should be scrapped. 


The Detroit ordinance and its coun- 


terpart in other communities never 
should have been adopted in the first 
instance. 


The Court's decision based on a state 


statute, which is certainly no protec- 
tion to the local taxpayer, goes far 
toward sending resicency to the bone 
yard, but putting the decision into 
practice will only rub salt on too many 
wounds. 


In a single year the sun's energy 


that reaches the earth's surface is 
equal to the energy from burning 120 
trillion tons of coal about 25 limes 
more than the world's estimated coal 
reserves. 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


COLD BLAST 
PERILS BUDS 
- 1 Year Ago - 


The second round of winter 


brought a blast of cold air to 
southweslern 
Michigan this 


morning 
as 
below 
zero 


temperatures 
approached 


danger levels for peach buds. 
Temperatures early this morn- 
ing ranged from three below in 
Benton Harbor and seven below 
in Walervliet and 10 below in 
Paw Paw. 


The weather bureau had 


forecast tcmperalures ranging 
from minus eighl to minus 15 
degrees but Ihe major cold front 
hit 
north 
of 
here 
with 


Muskcgon's 14 below tying a 
record and Grand Rapid's 19 
below breaking Ihe record low 
for this dale. 


BRIDfiMAN HIRES 


NEW CHIEF 


— 18 Years Ago — 


City commissioners Monday 


night hired a new police chief 
and voted to buy him a palrol 
car. Former Benton Harbor 
police patrolman James II. 
Loveland, 26, of 957 McAlister, 
Benton Harbor, was named 
Bridgman's police chief by a 5-2 
commission vole approving his 
appointment. 


Chosen from a field of 21 


EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


THANKS FOR 
'FINE SERIES' 


Editor, 


Thank you for publishing the 


fine scries, "America and the 
Future of Man". 
Lloyd A. Phillips 
Stevensville United Methodist 
church 


P.O.Box 183 
Stevensville. 


NO REBUTTAL 
IS REQUIRED 


Editor, 
• 


I am coming in late into the 


debate 
about 
long 
hair. 


However, concerning L. M.. 
Kiefer's response to Mr. Wil- 
coxson, regarding the length of 
hair as the measure of a man, I 
agree. 


Regarding the assessment of 


'Christianity, Kiefer from Hart- 
ford probably has a'point — 
somewhere above the forehead! 
Please forgive my argument ad 
hominem, but his ignorance of 
Christial realism as revealed in 
Hie Scripture 
requires 
no 


rebuttal. 


Harry L. Johnson 
Sister Lakes 


OTHER SPEECHES 


NIXON COULD MAKE 


Editor. 


In Nixon's speech where he 


parallels himself to Lincoln and 
his trouble in a stormy ireriod 
he certainly left himself a tot of 
options as the year progresses 
and more famous personalities 
birthdays come up, 


Just think of the variety of 


comparisons that are jxissible 
for Nixon. Let me suggest a few. 
This will be Nixon talking. 


1. As Luther Burbank has won 


notoriety for cross-breeds so 
have 1 created a crossbreed of 
confusing words. When I say I 
promise no recession I am 
crossing the old fashioned word 
of depression with a combina- 
tion of high prices and shor- 
tages and come up with a 
promise of no recession. 


2. All the trouble we are in can 


not be attributed to me as Flip 
Wilson has often said, "The 
Devil made me do it." 


3. It is a well known fact thilt 


I urn a Robin Hood in reverse. I 
steal from the poor and give to 
the rich as the saying goes the 
poor gel poorer and live rich get 
richer. 


4. Now as to my resigning. I 


musl be as firm as ('alvin 
Cnolitlgc when bo said, "I do n»t 
choose to run." I too must be 


strong and insist, "I will not 
resign." 


5. In commemoration of 


General Sherman who said 
"war is hell," everyone will 
have to admit it can not be 
compared to the recent Viet 
Nam situation as this was not a 
declared war, just military as- 
sistance. 


6. And, I believe'it was Pa- 


trick Henry or someone in his 
era you stated, "I may not agree 
with what you say but I respect 
your right to say it." I too, res- 
pect your right, but I don't give 
a damn what you say, my way is 
the right way, and on and on and 
on. 


Roy Prescott 
Route 2, Box I37-C 
Coloma. 


WORRIED ABOUT 


- 
A-PLANT SAFETY 


Editor, 


Perhaps many citizens feel 


relieved after reading that' 
Palisades Nuclear Power Plant, 
South Haven, and the Donald C. 
Cook Nuclear Power Plant, 
Bridgman. 
will 
be joined 


together with plants throughout 
the country in a special warning 
system. This project is intended 
to minimize casualties in the 
"highly unlikely" event of a 
major accident. This paper tells 


. us a "computerized warning 


center will be a welcome means 
of strengthening the safeguards 
against disaster." Let's take a 
look at a "disaster." 


Highly radioactive wastes 


could be released to the at- 
mosphere affecting all people 
within 10 miles of the reactor. 


These people, tragically, will 


be beyond medical treatment. 
But citizens on the periphery 
will require immediate treat- 
ment. Who will cordon the 
danger area? The Sheriff's 
Department, the State Police, 
the National Guard? 


Can these individuals be ex- 


pected to so seriously endanger 
their own health status? What 
agency will be responsible to 
deliver contaminated ]>eople to 
centers for treatment? The 
above or the Red Cross? The 
same question can Ire asked. 


Are our hospitals equipped 


with manpower, equipment, 
and space to treat the thousands 
with 
radiation 
sickness? 


Perhaps the health manpower 
will itself be rendered ill and 
incapable of treatment delivery. 
Who is responsible for the 


<Sw page 27, c*Um* I) 


h 


applicants, Loveland is the fifth 
police chief to serve this city in 
the last one and one-halt years. 
He will begin duties next week. 


PALENSKE GETS 


BIG OVAT.ON 
- 35 Years Ag« - 


Fred C. Palenske today was 


back at his desk at the Indus- 
trial Rubber Goods Company 
with 
the 
plaudits 
of 600 


employes and fellow townsmen 
still ringing in his cars. Mr. 
Palenske was the guest of honor 
last nigfit at a Hotel Whitcoinb 
banquet, 
sponsored 
and 


arranged by his employes as a 
compliment to him on the 20th 
anniversary of his company, 
and as a means of expressing to 
him their affection and respect. 


While the affair was arranged 


primarily into a testimonial for 
Mr. Palenske it soon expanded 
to include his "good wife, 
Maude:" And the employes did 
things up brown. The banquet in 
itself was a record-breaker 
from an attendance standpoint, 
over 619 persons sitting down to 
tables that over-flowed the ho- 
tel's .Tropical Garden into the 
main lobby and into the Calvin 
Britain room, it was the biggest 
banquet crowd in the hotel's 
history. 


GERSONDES MOVE 


— 45 Years Agn — 


Mr. and Mrs. Edward C. 


Gersonde, who since their 
marriage have been residing 
with Mrs. Gersonde's parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Anderson at 
269 North State street, have 
moved to their own home at 412 
North State street. • 


REGISTERS AT 87 
-55 Years Ag»- 


Yesterday was the 87th birth- 


day anniversary of Mrs. Mary 
J. Beers, mother of Fred E. 
Beers, Langley avenue, and she 
celebrated the event by coming 
to the city hall where she regis- 
tered to vote. Mrs. Beers has 
long been interested in women's 
suffrage.' 


ATTEND MEETING 


— 65 Years Ago — 


Two hundred interested ci- 


tizens attended the meeting held 
by the Anti-Saloon League of 
Berrien county last evening in 
Burkhard hall to listen to an 
address 
on 
the 
practical 


working of the local option law. 


One's Freedom Is 


Another's Burden 


WASHINGTON (NBA) - In 


these days when some new 
freedoms are being exalted to 
sucli extremes Ihat they become 
in, faet blatant license, nothing 
is more deceptive or misleading 
than the notion encapsuled in 
this utterance: 


"So long as what I do doesn't 


hurt anybody else, what I do and 
how I treat my own body is 
strictly my business." 


That 
sounds marvelous!}' 


reasoable. but the blunt fact is 
that in some areas of life it is 
the purest bunk. It is also 
grossly 
short-sighted 
and 


narrowly self-serving. 


Let's look at the thins in a 


couple of places where in- 
dividual irritation over govern- 
ment-imposed mandatory limi- 
tations runs fairly high: stale 
laws compelling motorcycle 
drivers and riders to wear 
safety helmets, and the feature 
of 
1974 mode! automobiles 


which blocks the starting of a 
car until the front seat belts arc 
fastened. 


By sheer chance of timing, 


my comment coincides closely 
with another Washington ob- 
server's report taking exactly 
the opposite tack from me. He 
winds up saying that whether he 
leaves his seat belt unfastened' 
or his helmet in the closet 
simply isn't the government's 
business. 


Oh yes it is. To begin with, 


"what happens to his own body" 
in case of a serious vehicle ac- 
cident may, if major personal 
injury or death is the con- 
sequence, affect insurance rates 
which maka impact upon all ci- 
tizens and by that fact become a 
proper concern of government 
agencies regulating insurance. 


Yet the matter runs much 


deeper than that. Automobile 
fatalities per year run 50,(WO to 
55,000. But injuries, many per- 
manently disabling, run to the 
millions. In ratio terms, it's the 
same 
with 
motorcycle ac- 


cidents. 


Every one of such injuries 


which requires hospitalization 
and could have been prevented 
by use of safety equipment can 
be labeled as unnecessarily, in- 


deed recklessly wasteful 
of 


valuable hospital bed space in 
an era of overcrowding. 


If hospital and medical costs 


are privately borne, family 
resources may be drawn down 
sharply, affecting the well-being 
of others, not just "one's own 
body." 


Furthermore, government, 


especially at the federal level 
under frequently liberalized 
provisions of the Social Security 
law, has taken on a heavy bur- 
den of care for the disabled and, 
where they exist, their depen- 
dents. 
Thousands 
upon 


thousands of Americans who 
felt what they did about their 
personal safety was "their own 
business" are now wards of the 
stale, whose care costs every 
taxpayer more. 


In the 1972 law revisions. 


Medicare was widened for the 
first time to cover disabled 
beneficiaries under 65 who had 
been getting Social Security 
payments for at least two years. 
Coverage, at more cost: some 
two million Americans. How- 
many are unnecessary vehicle 
accident victims? 


Furlher, earlier law said a 


wife of a disabled worker could 
get benefits if, among other 
conditions, she was caring-for a 
child disabled BEFORE age 18. 
It was changed to read before 
22. Why? I'm advised the 
change, costly to government 
am! taxpayer, was made to 
cover disability from motor- 
cycle injuries, mostly, severe 
head wounds suffered through 
failure to wear helmets (home 
in the closet). 


Then there's drug use. One's 


own business what one puts in 
his 
body? 
Hospitals 
are 


unreasonably jammed 
with 


drug cases, drug addicts in 
many instances qualify 
for 


"disability" payments, govern- 
ments 
spend 
heavily 
on - 


rehabilitation programs. And 
addicts add to the hidden lax of 
crime. 


The core idea justifying such 


behavior as warranted freedom 
is arrant nonsense and a colos- 
sal fiction. 


Truckers' Strike 


Minus For Nixon 


PITTSBURGH, Pa. - The 


violent independent truckers' 
strike which panicked this state 
and threatened to paralyze 
much of the economy has 
developed into a big political 
plus for the Democratic gover- 
nor and another minus for 
President Nixon. 


Gov. Milton Shapp instigated 


and 
successfully 
carried 


through negotiations to ease the 
truckers' fuel plight and end the 
strike. The President, however, 
refused to meet with Shapp or 
take any active role in the 
crisis, remaining silent and 
outwardly disinterested while 
two of his Cabinet officers 
denounced the protestors as 
desperadoes. 


"The Governor just won re- 


election," 
a 
canny 
local 


Democratic official observed. 
Indeed, Shapp is now such a 
local 
hero 
that 
even 


Philadelphia Mayor Frank Riz- 
zo, who was thinking about 
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"Gee, I'm sorry I won! on about how tough my busi- 


ness has been. I didn't know you were a barber!" 


running himself this fall until 
he showed up as untruthful in a 
lie-detector test, sent a message 
of praise. 


Emotions ran high here on the 


truckers' issue, and to many 
residents the President's failure 
to intervene was a more alarm- 
ing 
indication of faltering 


leadership than all the Water- 
gate controversy. 


This is a hard-hat town, home 


of the steel and aluminum in- 
dustries and a heavy blue- 
collar, white-ethnic population. 
It is registered 76 per cent 
Democratic, byt was hot for 
Nixon in 1972. 


Allegheny County Democratic 


Chairman Eugene Coon believes 
that sentiment for impeachment 
is growing but that a majority of 
voters here are still opposed. 
The resistance to such a 
dramatic step seems, however, 
rooted more in traditional res- 
pect for the office of the 
Presidency lhan regard for the 
man who holds it. 


Economic uncertainly, shor- 


tages and long gas lines have 
eroded the President's strength 
here as much as have tlie Wa- 
tergate crimes. Many voters of 
both parties tell Conn, however, 
that if the President defies the 
House Judiciary Committee, 
then he should be impeached. 
They simply believe that if.he is 
innocent there is no good reason 
not to cooperate with Congress 
on such an important matter. 


An unidentified caller to 


television 
station 
WTAE's 


morning talk show last week 
expressed concern about the 
President's fitness to govern 
but a reluctant admiration for 
his gtits in insisiing on sticking 
it out in difficult times. This 
theme of sympathy for a brave 
underdog was repeated in a 
number of comments to me 
during my visit here. 


That is not a very positive 


wxtcfpioninR for a President in 
trouble, but it appears to \K the 
President's major asset with 
three working men and women. 
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Twin City 
Highlights 


Helps Dispel African Superstitions 


SJ Woman Peace Corps Worker 


By SCOTT WILLIAMSON 


Slaft Writer 


Barbara l'a\s<>n has an unusual juli. Slug's an artist 


whn makes posters and other visual aids ml health uiui 
nutrition subjects in Sierra Leone, Africa. 


Miss I'axson. daughter of Mrs. Dorothy I'axson. uf 


141H Louis avenue. SI. Joseph, began her service in 
Sierra 1-eone in September of \9"'l. 


The 28-year-old Miss I'axsun teamed with Mary 


Cuiidit. 24. of Maplowood. N..L. a nutritinnisl. to try 
and dispel many of the superstitions about food and 
nutrition in the liny country on the coast of Africa. 


They arc Peace Corps volunteers working fur Care. 


The Peace Corps reports they traverse the country 
together instructing the citi/ens lio\v to couk nutnUnus 
food, explaining proper lire-natal and child care, and 
offering other educational information. 


The two noted some < > l the traditions and supersti- 


tions they must conlcnd w i t h in iheir travels, "line 
says the father eats firsi ami Hie wife anil children gel 
what's left over." said Miss Pa\son. "That means if 
there is a little meal or oni\ one egt;. it's (he falher 
who gets it. not the children." 


Miss Condit noted one snpersinion holds that if a 


child eats an egg. it w i l l nuikr linn sleal. Pregnant 
women don't eat fish because they believe it w ill make 
their child retarded on birth. 


Another is lliiit fish i\i!l giu-a child \\iirins. ami si ill 


another says (hat if it rains while the sun is siunnm a 
baboon is being born. 


Although she works <lireclly for CAKK. Miss I'avson 


also provides whatever artwork is needed by the 
Ministry of Health am! non-government facilities 
throughout the euuntrv. 


She was graduated from Kalaina/oo college in 1967. 


and has also studied African culture at a college in 
Sierra Leone and art at Pratt Insiitute in Brooklyn. 
\.V. 


Before ionium the Peace Corps. Miss Passim served 


a year as a VISTA volunteer in the Virgin Islands, 
helping organi/e art classes for pre-si hools. 4-11 clubs, 
and other student groups. 


Miss I'axson said she lias nut had any problems in 


adjusting In lier new life-style in Sierra Leone, and 
that tile adjustment was easy. 


"Basically. I leel I'm a belter artiM [ban a teacher." 


she said. "I du mis> tbe students verv much but the job 
I'm domi: now is more mgenllv needed in Ihe 
countrv." 


Josephine Morton 
Home Picked As 
Historic Project 


PEACE CORPS VOLUNTEERS: Barbara Paxson (left), formerly of St. Joseph, 
and Mary Condit, of Maplewood, N.J., buy peanuts from vendor in marketplace 
near Freetown, capital of Sierra Leone, Africa. Women serve as artist and nu- 
tritionist, respectively, in small country on west coast of Africa. 
Police Reallv Were There 
*j 


When They Were Needed 


By JIM SHANAHAN 
BH CITY EDITOR 


"You hear many times: 'The . 


police are never around when 
you need them.' Thank God, this 
isn't true." 


This message is from Mr. and 


Mrs. David Finehout, parents of 
Annette Finehout, 19, who was 
overcome by carbon monoxide 
fumes last Tuesday afternoon. 


Miss Finehout and a friend, 


Michael McDaniel, 24, of River- 
side, were rescued by Benton 
township and Benton Harbor 


police. A physician said they 
might have died if they hadn't 
been pulled from the idling car 
by police. Miss Finehout and 
McDaniel, whom she had given 
a ride, were found in the ear 
about ;i:3(l p.m. A faulty exhaust 
system was blamed. 


Text of the letter to this 


newspaper from Mr. and Mrs. 
Finehout: 


"The 
family 
of 
Annette 


Finehout 
wishes to publicly 


thank the Benlon township of- 


Property Valuation 
Reviews In March 


ficers Ronald Eagan and David 
Nelson with the assistance of 
Benton 
Harbor 
detectives 


Dwight 
Claustre 
and 
Tom 


Schadler for saving the lives of 
our daughter and a friend whom 
she given a lift. They pulled 
them out of her idling car after 
it was stopped by the island in 
front of the North Shore Inn. 
North Shore drive.) 


"You hear many times: 'The 


police are never around when 
you need them.' Thank God. this 
isn't true." 


(Signed Mr. and Mrs. David 


Finehoul. 3356 Eainan road. 
Benlon Harbor.) 


By KALI'H LIT/ 


Staff Writer 


The Benton Harbor city com- 


mission will be asked Tuesday 
lo lake Ihe first of several steps 
toward financing complete res- 
toration of the Josephine Morton 
Memorial home. 5111 Territorial 
road. 


Mayor Charles ]•'. Joseph said 


he will ask the commission to 
name tbe Morion home as one of 
Benton Harbor's projects for Ihe 
nation's bicentennial. 


If approved, Joseph said he 


expects to name Miss Donna 
O'Doimohuc of his staff to head 
a committee. The commitlee 
would get plans and cost es- 
timates and file its report. 


The city commission 
will 


meet at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, at 
the public library, instead of 
tonight because of Washington's 
birthday, a national holiday. 


The nation observes its 2011th 


anniversary in 1076. and com- 
munities already are designat- 
ing various projects for the U.S. 
bicentennial. 


Joseph spoke Sunday at Mor- 


ton house, during an open house 
for city officials, sponsored by 
owners of the house, the Benton 
Harbor-Si. Joseph Federation of 
Women's clubs. 


Mrs. Harry Laity, federation 


president, 
said 
How much 


money is needed isn't known. 
She outlined 
an 
ambitious 


program for the house, reported 
to be the first built in this area, 
in 1849. 


Listed were completion of the 


restoration of the house, itself: 
rennovating the carriage house 
into a museum: and securing 


Ihe remainder of Ihe block, it 
possible, for a park. 


Joseph said he spoke recently 


with Slate Hep. Hay Mitlan of 
Benton Harbor, and was told 
that a new bill could provide 
Male funds lor historical pur- 
poses. Joseph also said money 
might he available from Model 
Cities funds, but this would have 
lo be explored further. Morton 
house and its present grounds 
occupy most of a city block. 
Land nearby already is being 
cleared with Model Cities funds 
lo create open spaces lor Henry 
Morton elementary school. 


Morton house was bnill by 


Kleaxar Morion and his son. 
Henry, and occupied until IKiij 
by four generations of Morton's. 
Henry Morton was an operator 
of 
the 
Graham 
& Morton 


Steamship Co. A marker desig- 
nating the properly as a his- 
torical site was erected in the 
yard in 10B4. 


J.S. 
Morion 
deeded 
the 


property 
lo 
the 
women's 


federation as a memorial lo his 
mother. Josephine Morton. It 
was stipulated that the federa- 
tion 
must 
maintain 
Ihe 


properly. Over Ihe vears. ren- 
novation has cost thousands of 
dollars. 


Three I1'reed 


1NKSTKR. Mich. 
(API - 


Three persons, suspected of ab- 
ducting a mother and her '>>'•,- 
year-old 
son 
Friday, 
were 


released by police Saturday 
after the woman failed to iden- 
tify them in a police lineup. 


BICENTENNIAL PROJECT: Benlon Harbor Mayor Charles .1. Joseph is joined 
in cup uf tea by Mrs. Harry Laity (ri^hl) president. Bentnn llarbor-Sl. Joseph 
Federation of Women's Clubs, and Mrs. Stanley Stock, a federation trustee. 
Occasion is open house for city officials at Josephine Morion Memorial home, 
5(11 Territorial road. Joseph said he'll ask city commission Tuesday to name the 
historical house as a city project fur the nation's bicentennial. (Staff photo) 


; NEW BUFFALO - New Buf- 
falo township residents with ob- 
jections to increased property 
valuations should object at 
township board of review meet- 
ings in March and later to the 
state tax commission, said 
George Behrends, an area con- 
servative spokesman. 


Behrends said he learned 


Friday afternoon from William 
Hettiger, executive assistant to 
Gov. William Milliken. that 
after board of review the state 
tax commission will thoroughly 
review changes in assessments 
and act as final arbiter on them. 


. 
He charged perhaps 1(10 or 


more township residents were 
saddled with "unreasonable 
raises" in property assessments 
in a reappraisal hired by the 
township board. 


The state tax 
commission 


maintains 
control over the 


'township tax rolls, Behrends 
added. 


Behrends was among a small 


group 
of 
residents 
who 


complained last year that some 
property valuations were being 
influenced by political ties with 
the township government. 


The complaints brought in the 


state tax commission which 
seized the township tax rolls and 
re-appraised property in the 
township. 


While the tax commission was 


re-assessing 
property, 
the 


.lame's R. Laird company of 
Wisconsin was also re-apprais- 
ing property values. 


The Wisconsin firm was hired 


by the township board. 


HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTEES: Forty-eight Ben- 
ton Harbor high school students were recently in- 
ducted into the National Honor Society. Included 
were (front row. from left): Cathy Hicks. Monika 


Rein. Debbie Lichnerowic/. Diane Shull. Rosaline 
Conrad. Katliy Ketcham. (ircer Chesher. Saudi 
Aber, Sue Wendt. and Kim Smith. Back row (from 
left): Natalie Levin. Sandra Williams. Pamela 


Strunk. Beth Wentnel, Cynthia Raines, Barbara 
Kurth. Lois Miiininaw. Barbara Knit and Linda 
Peters. 


Letter From Nixon 


Surprises BH Man 


By JIM SHANAHAN 


BH City Editor 


When Jim Docktcr. 52, of Benton Harbor, wrote President ix'ixon 


a month ago with words of support, he thought that it was it. 


Some aide might read the letter and mark it in the 
"pro" 


column which the White House hopes surpasses the "con." 
column. 


Dockter, of 1L3 Colfax avenue, was surprised to receive a letter 


from the White House with President Nixon's signature. It said: 


"Dr. Mr. Dockter: For anyone who serves in this high otfice 


there can bfm greater source of encouragment than the goodwill 
and deep interest that come in such large measure from Un- 
American people. 1 am deeply grateful for your message nt sup- 
port at this time, and I know that, with your help, HI- can and wo 
will achieve the great goals tor America and the world to Which 
this Administration is dedicated. 


"With my appreciation and best wishes to you and t eativnhnpt 


fl'f>5 


OTHER BHHS SCHOLARS: Other Benlon Harbor 
students inducted into National Honor Society were, 
(from row. from left): Pe^y Ruppel, Ruth Turney, 
Ruth Steakley, Mary Hudson, Robin Hudson, Karol 


Ford, Vernessia Massey, Candace Wolf, Cindy 
Ilocker, and Sieve Pearson. Hack row drum IrfU: 
,Renee Wallace, Cindy Kim;. Sandy K.m-vald, Vieki 
Lee, Ricky Davis, Hose Blackamore. Florence 


Hausler, Bonnie Kihler, David Adkins. Dale Privett, 
Sue Kobrin, Cioerue F.ddy, Ronald Raymer, Jeff 
Undue, John Stevens, Ray Scott, DtitiK Mustek, 
Bradley Skolnik, and Jim Fuller. (Staff photos) 
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House To Act This Week 
On 55-Mile Speed Limit 


By MALCOLM JOHNSON 
Associated Press Writer 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) — 


With only two weeks until (he 
State's federal highway funds 
are placed in jeopardy, the 
Michigan House is expected to 
take action this week on a bill 
which would lower the state's 
maximum speed limits to 55 
miles per hour. 


Also up for passage in the 
Gas-Doused 
Body Found 
In Flames 


DETROIT (AP) — The burn- 


ing body of an unidentified 
woman who had been doused 
with gasoline before being set 
•fire was found Sunday in an 
alley on Detroit's East Side, 
police said. 


Firemen 
investigating 
a 


complaint about a rubbish fire 
found the body. 


Police said the victim was 


between 17 and 25, had three 
front teeth missing and was 
fully clothed. 


Three Executed 


TEHRAN, Iran (AP) — A 


firing squad at dawn today 
executed 
two 
Marxist 


anarchists who headed a plot to 
kidnap the Shah of Iran, 


lower chamber is a major con- 
sumer bill permitting the subs- 
tilulion of generic drugs for 
brand name medicine, while the 
Senate may deal with a 13-week 
extension 
of 
unemployment 


compensation. 


The Senate is scheduled to 


meet tonight, but the House is 
taking Washington's Birthday 
off and will begin work Tuesday 
afternoon. 


The speed limit bill is ens- 


narled in the House Roads and 
Bridges Committee, but is ex- 
pected to be reported out 
quickly 
once 
lawmakers 


resume activity. 


Michigan must lower its 


maximum speeds from 65 
m.p.h. on highways and 70 
m.p.h. on freeways to 55 m.p.h. 
by March 3 or jeopardize about 
$200 million in federal highway 


funds. 


President Nixon ordered the 


slowdown to save fuel during 
the energy crisis, and state 
legislators are openly chaffing 
at what they 
consider 
a 


Washington "blackjack" held 
over their heads. 


Thus the Senate, and ap- 


parently many in the House, 
would go easy on those exceed- 
ing the new limit if they don't 


TAKING CASE TO COURT: Robert Jacobs, secretary-treasurer of the Illinois 
Gasoline Dealers' Association, holds signs indicating minimum purchases 
which association voted to implement today. Jacobs told newsmen at Chicago 
the association plans to go to federal court to obtain temporary restraining 
order against lower court ruling prohibiting discriminatory sale of gasoline to 
regular customers. (AP Wirephoto) 


Free Mail Privileges Unfair 
To Legislators9 Opponents? 


9f PATRICK CONNOLLY 
AMMtaM Press Writer 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) - Was 


It necessary for Michigan's 148 
legislators to send citizens more 
than seven million pieces of 
mail last year at the taxpayers' 


Stamps for the Senate cost 


taxpayers $243,359 last year. 


Legislative rules allow each 


senator 200.000 printings an- 
nually 
and 
representatives 


100,000. 


Lawmakers argue newsletters 


are needed to inform consti- 
tuents about state Capitol ac- 
tivity and to transmit the of- 
fice-holder's views on certain 
matters. Questionnaires are 
sent out by the thousands, os- 
tensibly to give voters a voice. 


Newsletters pick up where 


newspapers, 
radio 
and 


television leave off, some law- 
makers argue. 


If that is true, it appears 


strange that apparently no 
Democratic senators chose to 
use their newsletters to explain 
at length why they voted not to 
expel convicted felon Charles 
Youngblood Jr. 


No one appears to be arguing 


that legislators don't have the 
same right of free speech as or- 
dinary citizens. 


But the ordinary man has to 


buy a can (if ink and pick up a 


First Session For 
South Haven Hall 


SOUTH HAVEN - City council will conduct its first 


meeting in the new city hall Tuesday beginning al 7:30 p.m. 


The meeting was postponed from tonight since loda> 


Washington's birthday, is a holiday for city employes. 


Former mayor Richard Lewis and aldermen Douglas 


Waltrick and Tom Renner, who were involved in the plan- 
ning of the $565.(KFrbuilding, will be guests of the council at 
the meeting. Dedication ceremonies are being planned for 
the spring. 


Does a generous mailing 


allowance at the public's ex- 
pense give incumbents an un- 
fair advantage over challengers 
who have to pay their own way? 


Should curbs be clamped on 


legislative printing — which al- 
» is billed to the taxpayer that 
includes such things as self- 
•erving newsletters and ghost- 
written press releases? 


Legislative postage in 1973 


ewt taxpayers over half a 
million dollars - $600,969 ac- 
cording to figures released last 
week. And that was a sleepy 
•Detection year. 


House Speaker William Ryan, 


D-Detroit, 
who 
budgeted 


MW,000 for postage last year 
when the House spent $357,611, 
has asked for a flat half million 
in this election year. 


second-hand 
mimeograph 


machine with money out of his 
own pocket if he wishes to 
become a pamphleteer. 


The legislator has thousands 


of dollars worth of equipment 
and thousands of dollars worth 
of staff writers to get out his 
message. 


Such a tax-supported public 


relations industry could be one 
reason why fewer and fewer in- 
cumbents are ousted over the 
years. 


Not 
many contend 
that 


government is more efficient, 
less wasteful or closer to the 


' people than it was 50 years ago 


when election turnovers were 
regularly in the 50 per cent 
neighborhood and sometimes 
higher. 


In the last state Senate elec- 


tion four years ago, only four of 
38 incumbents were voted out of 
office. Five others left by choice 
for one reason or another. 


In the last House election in 


1972, only 27 new faces emerged 
from among the 110 members 
after the votes were counted. 


A two-man "public informa- 


tion" Senate Republican staff 
types out a weekly "Capitol 
Report" which several GOP 
senators mail under their own 
signatures. Most of (hem go to 
weekly newspapers. 


For example. §en. John 


Toepp. R-Cadillac. mails the 
handout as "Lansing Notebook 
by Sen. John 
F. Toepp'' 


although it is written by GOP 
staffer Charles Larswn. 


Senate Democrats have a 


bigger battery of publicists. 


Legislative rules require that 


newsletters be "legislative" and 
not "political" or "personal." 


Watervliet Buses Slightly 
Late Because Of Vandals 


WATERVLIET - Watervliet school system's 


fleet of buses was vandalized over the weekend, 
causing a 20-minute delay in the start of classes 
this morning for middle school and high school 
students. 


Supt. Samuel Gravitt said wires under the 


steering columns on al! il of the school system's 
buses were cu! or ripiwd sometime during (he 
weekend. The vandals also emptied fire extin- 
guishers "making a real mess," (iravitl said. 


The vandalism was discovered around 7 a.m. 


today, as bus drivers were preparing to slurt 
Iheir daily runs. "All mutes that pick up middle 


and senior high students were covered about 20 
minutes late." Gravitt said. One bus could not 
bo started this morning, but is expected to be 
back mi the road this afternoon. 


Gravid said thai elementary school runs, 


which run an hour later than the earlier buses, 
ran on time tfiis morning. 


All of the buses were parked in (he feneed-in 


bus lot localed behind the Walervliel high 
school, (iravitl said, thai apparently the vandals 
climbed over the fence which has barbed wire at 
the top, as the main gate was locked and had not 
been tampered with. 


Last month, however, state 


Rep. David Holmes Jr. mailed 
thousands of "newsletters" into 
the Senate district of Detroit 
Mayor Coleman Young because 
Holmes wants to succeed Young 
in the state Senate. 


Holmes' newsletters, which 


went outside his own House dis- 
trict, offered "the services of 
my office to you on state 
government." 


Holmes' "non-political, non- 


personal" newsletter announced 
"state government is part of my 
life" and added he was born in 
Covington, Ky., and enjoys 
membership in Alpha Phi Alpha 
fraternity, the Masonic Lodge, 
Allen Temple Church, Trade 
Union 
Labor 
Conference, 


NAACP and the United Auto 
Workers union. 


A picture of Sen. John Bow- 


man, D-Roseville, appears three 
times in his four-page newsleter 
devoted to Michigan hot dog 
ingredients. 


A 
stern-looking 
Bowman 


shares the front page with pho- 
tos of an udder, pork snouts and 
pork ears. 


Rep. Frederick Stackable, R- 


Lansing, sent out thousands of 
newsletters with his name in 
large letters instructing people 
how to conserve fuel during the 
energy crisis. Among the warn- 
ings, printed identically in an 
earlier bulletin by the Com- 
merce Department, was: 


"Wear, heavier clothing at 


home." 


Slackable added 
that by 


mailing 
the 
letters 
to 


"resident" rather than specific 
names, each letter cost only 4.8 
cents instead of the first-class 
rate of eight cents. 


Several curbs have been 


proposed on postage spending, 
but no action is expected with an 
election only nine months away. 


Sen. David Plawecki, D-Dear- 


born, who led Senate postage 
spending in 1973 with a record 
$14.020.68, introduced a bill last 
year 
to 
prohibit 
mailing 


newsletters 30 days prior to any 
election. 


Rep. Perry Bullard, D-Ann 


Arbor, 
wants 
to 
give 


challengers as well as incum- 
bents one tax-paid newsletter 
before primary elections and 
two newsletters before general 
elections. 


And John Bennett. D-Detroit, 


said Friday he will propose 
legislation to limit the legisla- 
tive postage to $5,000 a year. 
Hep. Ucnnclt's postage bill last 
year was $5.01. 


violate the previous higher 
limit. The Senate refused to as- 
sess "points" as a penalty for 
driving between the two speeds, 
and the issue has provided the 
hangup in the House commit- 
tee. 


Because the switch is geared 


toward saving fuel and not lives 
also leads some lawmakers to 
oppose the imposition of points. 


The roads and bridges com- 


mittee was inexplicably split 
down party lines last week, with 
Republicans 
supporting 


Democratic Secretary of State 
Richard Austin in pressing for 
points for speeding over 55 
m.p.h. 


With two members absent, 


Democrats, 
who balked at 


points, couldn't get the votes to 


. report out their version, either. 


Last 
Friday, 
a 
bizarre 


agreement was reached, ac- 
cording to Rep. Mark Thomp- 
son, R-Alpena, to report the bill 
out with amendments both 
including 
and 
eliminating 


points, and let the House take 
its choice. No matter which 
version reaches the floor, there 
is expected to be a battle over 
the points controversy. 


That unusual arrangement 


fell apart, however, when the 
House met for four hours argu- 
ing over the generic drug bill, 
and the committee failed to at- 
tract a quorum when it met just 
after 
6 
p.m. 
A 
further 


complication, Thompson said, 
is that Senate language striking 
the points apparently eliminat- 
ed all points for all excessive 
speeds and a clarifying amend- 
ment is required to maintain 
the Senate's intention. 


But the Democrats expect to 


have their six members present 
this 
week 
— or 
another 


compromise will be reached — 
so the bill can at least reach the 
floor for action. 


Following House passage, the 


measure most likely, will be re- 
turned to the Senate before go- 
ing to Gov. William Milliken's 
desk. 


The House also will continue 


debate over the generic drug 
bill, which would permit con- 
sumers to direct their pnar- 
micists to substitute the generic 
— or chemical — name of a 
drug for a brand name version, 
unless their doctors specifically 
require brand names. 


Backers of the measure say 


the switch could save con- 
sumers up to 35 per cent of their 
prescription bills, but the bill 
has many opponents who claim 
the switch may be harmful to 
patients and puts too much 
responsibility on the druggist's 
shoulders for selecting 'the 
equivalent generic drug. 


The measure underwent al- 


most four hours of debate 
Thursday, 
with 
Democrats 


beating back 
a 
flurry of 


amendments which would have 
seriously altered the bill. But at 
least 13 more amendments 
await the 
House when 
il 


resumes action on the bill, now 
up for passage. 


Democrats proposed, and the 


House adopted, an amendment 
to reduce the cost of the bill 
from $140,000 to about $6,000, 
mainly to keep it from being 
referred to the appropriations 
committee. The eliminated sec- 
tion would have required the 
state to post and distribute drug 
prices. 


The House also may act on 


two bills to aid consumers in 
dealings with mobile home park 
operators. The measures were 
reported out of the House Urban 
Affairs Committee Thursday. 


One would forbid the operator 


from requiring his tenants to 
purchase homes from or sell 
homes back to him. and the 
otter would prohibit the charg- 
ing of entrance fees to visitors 
of mobile home park residents. 


The Senate, meanwhile, may 


act on a bill, reported from 
committee Thursday, to extend 
unemployment compensation 
an additional 13 weeks to 39 
weeks. 


Committee action on the 


measure came just a day after 
Milliken, 
under 
pressure, 


agreed to sign a bill which 
eliminated the one-week wail- 
ing period for unemployment 
compensation. 


The governor signed the 


measure Friday, after 
the 


legislature called it from his 
desk and gave it immediate ef- 
fect. In return for the quick 


HONORED FOR SERVICE: Mrs. Gertrude Lundy accepts "Flowers to the 
Living" award for outstanding community service from South Haven Kiwanis 
club member H. P. Gatson during a Ladies Night banquet Saturday night. Mrs. 
Lundy, 87, has donated thousands of hours over the past nine years as supervisor 
of coffee shop at South Haven Community hospital. "Flowers to the Living" 
award is presented periodically by South Haven Kiwanians for service to com- 
munity. Mrs. Lundy, a lifelong resident of the community, is first woman to 
have received honor in its 40 year history. Kiwanians also used occasion to pay 
tribute to women's auxiliary of hospital for volunteer service, donations of 
equipment and scholarships and staffing bloodmobile. (Tom Renner photo) 


MSU Rates High With 
SW Michigan Residents 


No wonder Michigan State university is so 


popular 
with 
southwestern 
Michigan 


residents. 


The MSU Alumni Association reports 


alumni of that land-grant school in East 
Lansing total 3,011 in Berrien, Cass, Van 
Buren and Allegan counties. 


Berrien is ninth among Michigan's 83 


counties and the biggest in southwestern 


Michigan at 1,776 alumni. Allegan has 440, 
Cass 290, and Van Buren 549. 


Ingham county, which is home of the MSU 


campus, leads the state with 15,463, Oakland 
is second with 11,615 and Wayne trails closely 
with 11,088. The total for the state is 85,711. 


The grand total of MSU alumni is 139,344. 


They live in all 50 states and 80 countries 
throughout the world. 


Volunteers To Aid Area 
Search For SSI Eligible 


Local agencies in the tri-county area have or- 


ganized a volunteer effort to reach elderly, blind 
and disabled persons who may be eligible for 
U.S. government checks under a new program 
called supplemental security income (SSI). 


A training session for volunteers in Project 


SSI Alert is scheduled for next Thursday at 2 
p.m. at the Presbyterian Church Fairplain at 
210 West Napier avenue. 


Mrs. Dorothy Blakeslee, project leader, said 


SSI Alert is pan of a nationwide effort to provide 
information about the new' income program to 
persons 65 and over or under 65 but blind and 
disabled. 


Volunteers will be responsible for organizing 


public meetings of the aged, blind and disabled 
to explain SSI. They will also be responsible for 


seeking out persons likely to be eligible through 
names referred for contact. 


Organizations participating in SSI Alert in 


Berrien, Cass and Van Buren counties include: 


American Association of Retired Persons; 


National Retired Teachers association; National 
Association of Retired Federal Employes; Na- 
tional Association for Advancement of Colored 
People; National Council of Senior Citizens; Na- 
tional Council on Aging; and Older and Retired 
Worker Program of the AFL-CIO. 


Sidney Manning, manager of the district 


social security office, said his office and more 
than 600 other social security district offices 
across the nation are cooperating in Project SSI 
Alert. 


DANCING AT THE MARDIGRAS: Vice President and Mrs. Gerald Ford dance 
Saturday night during the Washington, D.C., Mardi Gras. (AP Wirephoto) 


action, Milliken won a promise 
from Democrats to consider tax 
relief for business and industry. 


A bill to allow right turns on 


red lights also could get Senate 
action, with sides lining up for 
permissive 
or 
restrictive 


legislation. 


Permissive legislation — the 


way the bill passed the House 
last year — would allow right 


turns on red lights except where 
a sign specifically banned it. 


Restrictive 
legislation, 


favor«d by Senate Highway 
Commitee Chairman James 
Fleming, R-Jackson, 
would 


allow such turns only if signs or 
arrows specifically authorized 
it. 


Also ready for debate is a bill 


to prevent assessors 
from 


increasing the cash value of 
property 
.on 
which 


improvements and maintenance 
under $3.000 has been made. 


The bill, similar to one that 


passed the Senate but died in 
the House last year, is aimed at 
encouraging homeowners to fix 
up their places without fear that 
a few improvements will bring 
heavier property taxes. 


